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Our West Indian Island
(Copyright , 1S90 , by Frank a. Carpenter. )

SAN JUAN , Porto Rico , June 25 , 1899.
Undo Sam's West Indian garden patch !

How shall I describe It ? It Is different from
anything that has been published concern-
ing

¬

It. It has moro curious features than
any part of the South American continent
where I have been traveling for the pas :
year , and a richer soil than almost any part

vof the world.-
I

.

came to Porto Hlco on the government
transport McPherson , and have already
creased the Island from onu side to the other ,

making many excursions through the In-

terior.
¬

. The island Is a revelation to me. I
have never seen a country In which nature
has done so much to make a pleasant homn
for man.

* ' Porto nice Is n. combination of the beau-
ties

¬

of the tropics and temperate zone. It-

Is the new Switzerland of Uncle Sam's do-

minion.
¬

. It lacks perhaps the grandeur of
the Afps or the Rockies , but Us quiet semi-
tropical

-
beauties more than make up for

'lack of snows and gigantic rocks. Some-
times

¬

In going over It I am reminded of
Japan , and again I nm carried back to the
mountains of Corea or the hills of China ,

There are sliver streams , with thatched huts
clinging to the sides of the hills , down which
they run ; there arc regions which equal the
Blue nidgo mountains In their soft , hazy
beauty , and other parts In which were It
not for the bananas , the icocoanut palms , the
bread fruit trees and other tropical wonders
you might Imagine yourself at home In some
of the most beautiful of our rolling lands.-

A
.

Kite Tnll View of Porto nioo.-
Defore

.

I describe my tour of the island
let me give you a blrdseye view of It. Sup-
pose

¬

wo could attach ourselves for the pur-
pose

¬

to the tall of one of our weather bureau
feites. which , I believe , mount higher than
any other kilos made by man , and fly over
It. We should see n great rectangular body
of blue land rising , as It were , out of some
of the quietest waters of the globe.

Porto Rico Is about 1,400 miles from Now
York , on the boundary between the Atlantic

* cean and the Caribbean sea-
.It

.
lies between the Islands of Santo Do-

mingo
¬

and St. Thomas. It is so near the
latter Island that you can steam there In
about six hours , and so far east of Cuba
that it takes our bust transports two days
to go from Ponce , on the south , to the city
ff Santiago.

Porto Rico , ae wo eeo it from our kite , is-
a mass of rolling hills. With the exception
of a light green fringe bordering the coast
it Is all hills and valleys. And such hills
and such valleys. The hills slope up in
places like walls , and the valleys are gigan-
tic

¬

capital "V's , " with mountain streams
" dashing through them. Everything Is cov-

ered
¬

with green , the .dark shades of the
mountains largely composed of coffee , to-

bacco
¬

and bananas , while the sickly green
of the coastal plains comes from the sugar
plantations.-

w

.

In looking at the Island you see that the
hills rise higher In the center. It is di-

vided
¬

by a mountain chain , which runs
through It from -west to east , branching out
near the end in two spurs. This ridge
looks Just like a pitchfork , with two great
tines and a long handle. The joint of the
fork Is about sixty miles from the western

'end of the Island , and each of the tines is
about forty miles long. Not far from
where they Join , one green mountain rises
high above the others. This is El Yunque ,

or the "Anvil ," the highest point In Porto
Rico. It is 3,600 feet above the level of
the ocean and you can see It far out in the
Atlantic and In the Caribbean.
4 Where , the Atlantic IN m-uii 'Ht-

.It

.

is the top of the mountain chain
which , rising out of the sea , forms the
Antilles. These Islands are , in fact , merely
the peaks of a great mountain range which
extends far down Into the bed of the
ocean. If the water could be taken away
or walled off you would hero have some of
the highest mountains of the globe. The
deepest part of the Atlantic Is just north of
Porto Rico. In coming to San Juan I sailed
over Brownson's deep , the bottom of which
is five miles under water. It was at the
olnt In the ocean plain where the land

rises and finally culminates in El Yunque.-

If
.

you could shut the sea off from this point
the top of Porto Rico would be higher than
any mountain In the Andes or the Rockies.-

It
.

would ''bo higher than anything In the
world outside the very highest of the Him ¬

alayas. The same mountain chain springs
up out of the 'water In Cuba to a distance
of 8,000 feet above the sea , and In Santo
Domingo , where it Is the tallest , to 11,000-

feet. . It rapidly falls toward the east , and
In St. Thomas It rises only half as high as
Porto Rico above the water.-

V

.

A Mole on the Face of 'IV.vnu.

. I have called Porto Rico a garden patch.-

It
.

Is little more than that in size , com-

pared
¬

with the United States , It is so
small It would hardly bo a mole on the face
of Texas. It would toke Just about 1,000

Porto RIcos If they could bo sliced off and
* patched together to make a crazy quilt

covering the United States. It Is only three
times as big as Rhode 'Island , about half as
big as New Jersey and little loss than hall
the size of Massachusetts. You could put
ten Porto Rlcos into Indiana , and If you
cut It up Into squares It would only be sixty
times the size of the District of Columbia ,

Us average width Is about as great as from
Washington to Baltimore , and Its length U

not much greater than 'from Baltimore tc
' Philadelphia. Were It level you could walli-

ffrom one end of It to the other In three
days and across It In one. On a bicycle you

could travel over It In a few hours from
coast to coast-

.Thr

.

1'eonle Swnrm.
Notwithstanding its smallness , however ,

It Is moro thickly populated than any of
our states except Massachusetts and Rhode
Island. It has 814,000 people , or 223 to the
square mile. A square mlle Is 610 acres. It-
Is just a section of land. On every section
of Porto Rico there are 223 people , and on
every quarter section , ov iCO-ncro farm ,

there are living on the average about fifty-
four souls.

This Is so notwithstanding the Island has
almost no manufactories. The people all
live off ''the soil , and hence their condition
icnnnot bo compared with that of the people
of our thickly settled manufacturing states ,

where there are so many largo cities.-
As

.

It Is Porto Rico has twice as many
people to the square milo as the state of
Now York , twice as many as Pennsylvania
and three times as many as Indiana or Illi-
nois

¬

, six times as many as Missouri or
Georgia and almost nine times as many as-

Louisiana. . With such conditions it would

A RIC VILLAGE.

seem a poor pface for our farmers , who ueei-

at least a square mile to turn around in-

.A

.

Ijiiml of Ifevr CItlvN.-

I

.

see It stated that there are 200,000 peopli
living In the cities of Porto Rico. I don'
believe it. The country has only three cltlei-

of any size , and all the towns are ovcrestl-
mated. . San Juan has , It is said , 37,001

people , but If so half of these live In tin
suburbs. By the estimates of the health ofll-

cers , who made a careful canvass , there an-

cnly 16,000 people living Inside the walls
and this section constitutes the city proper
Mayaguez has perhaps 10,000 people am
Ponce between 20,000 and 30000.

The most of the so-called cities of Port
Ulco would bo considered little more thai
villages In the states. The land Is dlvldet-
iin Intrt mnnlnlrvnllfJp huf nnph mnnlMnnl
ity contains not only the village by which
It is governed , 'but all the people living for

COCOANUTS IN PORTO RICO.

miles around , so that a town of GOO or 1,000-

Is often put down as having from six to ten
times that number. I flnd , In fact , the fig-

ures
¬

and statements put down in the books
as to matters Porto Rlcan full of errors ,

Tlioy are made up from unreliable data , and
the most of them como from Spanish books
from Hfty to 100 years old.

TinClimate. .

Take , for Instance , the climate. About a
generation ago some Spaniard wrote that
Porto Rico was a country of catarrh , con-

sumption
¬

and bronchitis. Ho stated that
the hot , moist cllmato caused dysentorlee
and fevers and gave the land a bad name
as to health. This statement has to a large
extent been copied and has created a serious
mlslmpresslon , Our army surgeons tell me
Hint the contrary In the truth , and I find that

the Americans who have como to Porto Rico
have , ns a rule , improved In health.

Take myself. When I left Washington I
was considerably troubled with the nasl
catarrh , for which that city Is famous. I
brought with me an atomizer and other rem ¬

edies. The moment I landed at San Juan my
catarrh loft mo and I have not had a sign of-

It during my stay here. Ono of the captain
quartermasters has had a similar experience
and I have met n number of people who have
been cured of catarrh and bronchitis since
landing In Porto Ulco.

Sanitarium for Nrrioii * ) | MIN ( N-

.I

.

was talking 'today with Mr. Harrison ,

the manager of the San Juan & Rio Pledrns
railroad , ns to climatic conditions. Said he :

"I think Porto Rico will eventually ho a
sanitarium for Americans who are broken
down nervously. Take my own case. I was
aflllcted with nervous prostration when I
was In Chicago. I could not sloop and con 1,1

tint work. I have Improved every hour since
I came to Porto Rico and I have been at my
desk from 8 In the morning until 6 every
day. I am doing what would naturally bo
wearing work. It Is , you know , the organi-
zation

¬

of tills railroad , but It does not seem
to affect me. Everyone sleeps here-

."There
.

Is another thing about the cli-

mate
¬

, " continued iMr. Harrison , "that should

PORTO AN

I be contradicted and that is as to consumpt-

ion.
¬

. I have looked for It and I cannot see
many evidences of It. In our street cars wo-

do not have the disgusting hawking and
t spitting that you find In the United States.
3 You will not see It on the streets and I

. don't believe that the disease exists. "
) Porto Ulco Not a Hot Country.
3 It is not hot here except in the middle of
- the day and then no warmer than In the
3 United States. I doubt whether Porto Rico
, geta so liot as eomu parts of Ohio and
. Indiana in the summer and there Is no ques-
1 tlon but that the Porto RIcans would roast

in Washington In July and August. The
t air hero Is full of moisture , ''but there Is a-

ii breeze always blowing which makes It rather
I pleasant than otherwise. The dally average
- temperature the year around is about 80 de ¬

grees and here at San Juan the mean
monthly temperature deducted from observa-
tions

¬

of more than twenty years Is less than
70 degrees Fahrenheit. In this period the
thermometer only rose thrlco to 90 degrees
and it never fell below 57 degrees.

With so much humidity even this heat
would bo oppressive were It not for the
breezes which como from the North Atlantic.
They arc full of ozone and they stimulate
you llko a cocktail. I flnd that I am dally
doing too much , tiring myself out ibcforo I

know it and only realizing that I am worn
cut when I sit down. This is especially so
( n the coastal plains. Further back on the
high lands the air is cooler and moro stim *

ulatlng. In fact , I should say that Porto
Rico is fully as healthy a country as any of
our southern states-

.Kltflit
.

Hundred ThoiiMiiml Sore Arm * .

And this brings mo to the question oC the
smallpox , which has been reported as rag-
Ing

-

down hero this year. There have been
some cases and the most of them have been
removed to an Island near San Juan or put
Into hospitals apart from the rest of the
people. The poor among the Porto RIcans
herd together In such a way that It Is a
wen dor the whole Is fund is not infected
with the disease. I will describe their life
later. At present I believe there are no
smallpox coses left.

The most remarkable thing In connection
with the smallpox was the vaccination of
the whole population under our army sur-
geons.

¬

. When I arrived In San Juan every-
man , woman and child had sore arms. 1

saw sore arms on every country road. Sore-
armed men worked In the Holds , sore-armed
women stcod at the doors of the houses with
sore-armed babies in their arms , and I saw
ithom by hundreds In every city and village
as I traveled thrpugh the Interior. I ven-

ture
¬

that there wore at feast 800,000 sore
arms hero at that time.-

In
.

many cases the vaccination took so
seriously as to make largo scars , and It
was not uncommon to see babies with scabs
on their arms as big as a quarter of a del ¬

lar. In going through the poorest quarters
of the cities and studying the life there I
pretended at times to bo a government in-

spector
¬

, and took a look at the arms of the
people as an excuse for entering the houses
to see how they lived , and I failed to find
any who were not moro or less afflicted ,

HlKKi'Nt Viu'i'liintlon .Jolt on Kartli.
The vflodnattnn of thin enormous number

within a few weeks was one of the great
feats of modern surgery. A few months
after Undo Sam took possession U wns found
that smallpox had broken out and that only
a few In every thousand of the population
had been vaccinated. It was decided that
all must bo Inoculated at once. Major Arol
Ames , one of our army surgeons , wna chosen
to take clmrgo of the work , and ho has ac-

complished
¬

it In a way that will be one of
the wonders of medical history.-

In
.

the first place , regulations were sent
out providing that a man could not got
work or do business of any kind without
ho was vaccinated , and that all the people
must como to certain stations over the
Island and submit their nuns to bo scratched.
The penalties were such that they came In
hordes , and today I doubt It there are 10-
0unrncclnatcd men , women and children on
the Island.

The work was carried on largely by the
native doctors , under the direction of our
surgeons , and thousands were treated In-

a day. In cases where the first vaccination
did not take , a second vaccination was re-

quired
¬

, nnd , all told , the vaccinations must
have amounted to moro than 1,000.00-

0.Viicoliiiitlnu
.

: ( "nttl > for ,

The supplying of the vaccine matter for
this work was a serious undertaking. At
first vaccine points by the thousands wore
Imported from the United States , The long
sea voyage destroyed the virus nnd Major
Ames found Hint ho would have to make
his own vaccine matter here.

for this reason ho tried to vaccinate the
Porto Rlcan cattle , but the results at first
were unsatisfactory. Our cnttlo when vac-
cinated

¬

develop blisters and sores just llko
those which appear on the arms of human
beings when so Inoculated. The matter
which oozes out from these sores Is put
upon the points used for vaccination of
human beings. The Porto Hlnin cattle
when vaccinated formed hard round scuba
without pus. At first Dr. Ames thought
that the operation had been of no effect.-
By

.

squeezing the scabs , however , ho dis-

covered
¬

that they produced drops of vaccine
matter , and that from these he could make
the points required.

The next thing was to establish a vaccine
farm. He did this near Coomo Springs nnd-

In a few weeks had hero the largest vnc-

clno
-

farm on record. Ho secured about
2,000 animals ranging from 8 months to 1

year old. The vaccination did not Injure
the cattle , and the iblg stock dealers of the
Island furnished them Tor nothing on the
simple condition that they were to ho re-

turned
¬

In good order.
Each of the animals was first examined

to see that It had tuberculosis or other
diseases. Its temperature was taken again
nnd again and it was given a nlaco on
the government record. When vaccinated
It was numbered with a zinc tni nnd the
number of vaccine points which were made
from It were marked to correspond with this
tag so that an exact record of every point
could bo had.-

On
.

ITuoIi * SIIIII'N ViK'iliHKami. .

During my stay at Conino Springs I

learned something of how the beasts vero-
vaccinated. . Each animal , after being tested
and found free from disease , Is brought up-

Vesldo a folding table , the top of which
stands perpendicularly against the sldo of
the animal. The beast Is now tied to the

table and by n twlut the top Is raise 1 and
laid horizontally on the legs of the Ublo
with Uio beast on top of It.

Now the dnctorti shnvo all the hnlr from
a place as big as your two hnmls on one sldo-
of the belly , exposing the skin , whlc'i Is aa
soft nnd tender as that of a chll.l. This la-

sornpod for a time with a sharp knife until
the blood shown through the skill and upon
the sore spot the vaccine matter Is rubbed.-
Tito

.

nnlnml Is then turned over nud a npot
upon Ita other Bide Is vaccinated In the
sumo way-

.It
.

IH found that nearly nil the nnlmnls
take , and Dr. Amoa tells mo ho has obtained
ns many as 2,000 points from a single beast
One of the queer things about the farm la-

the method of distinguishing the cnttlo vnc-

clnnted
-

from day to day. Those which are
treated one day have their horns pnlntcd rtd ,

those of the next day have their horns
painted blue nnd those of the third day
ji'llinv. In thin the groups cnn bo eas-
ily distinguished and the vncclno matter
gathered at just the right time.-

1'WANK
.

0. CAHPBNTKU.

Friendship Insurance
Thnt there may bo such n thing ns oaro-

Ing
-

Insurance too far la Indicated by the onso-
of Mr. Mulcnhy nnd Mr. Mulhroly , two Irish
gentlemen , reports a London pupor. Though
they known to bo great frlondH , they

one day observed to puss each other
In the street a greeting.-

"Why
.

, Mulcahy , " n friend asked , In as-

tonishment , "havo you nnd Mulhooly quar-
rored

-

?"
"That wo have not ! " Bald Mr. Muloahy.-

llh
.

earnest IIOF-

S."There
.

seemed to bo a coolness between
> ou when you passed Just now. "

"That's the Insunuu-o of our fellowship. "

"I don't unduratniid.-
Vhoy

. "
" , thin , It's this way. Mulhonly and

I are that devoted to wan another thnt o-

can't bear the Idea of a qnarrcr , uu' nu wo-

nre both molghty quick tempered , we've re-

solved
¬

not to shpiiko to wnu another at all ! "

Photo by Hlnclmrt.

Omaha Safe Deposit Vaults ,

''In lliim-ini'iil ,

Oiiiiiliaatloiinl IliinU.
Absolute security for nil valuables. Safes'

$5 a year anil upward. Trunks , clients , etc. ,

received on stornge at rciiHoiinblo prices.
Open from 9 u. in. to C p. in.
The public Invited to ItiHpecl the vaults.

TUB BEST OF.FZC3S

.

The l altiOG OfficG Building.
( lily n fcMV aru vacant. Apply to II. C. I'lO'l'MIIS >V CO,, (ironml Floor ,


